THEMES FROM
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

The Church’s social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of
holiness amidst the challenges of modern society. Modern Catholic sccial teaching has been articulated
through a tredition of papal, concilier, and episcopal documents. The depth and richness of this tradition
tan be understood best through a direct reading of these documents. In these brief reflections, we highlight
several of the key themes that are at the heart of our Catholic social tradition.

LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON

The Catholic Church proclaims that human lite is sacred and that the dignity of the
human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation
of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is under direct attack
frorm abortion and euthanasia. Human life is threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell
research, and the use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war

or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching calls on us to work to avoid war.
Nations must protect the right to life by finding effective ways to prevent conflicts and
resolve them by peaceful means. We believe that every person is precious, that people
are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it
threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.

CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION

The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society—in
economics and politics, in law and policy—directly affects human dignity and the
capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and family are the central
social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined.

We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society. seeking together
the cornmon good and well-being of all. especially the poor and vulnerable.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy
community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities
are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those
things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and
responsibilities—to one another, to our families, and to the larger society

OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society
marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story
of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the neads of the poor
and vulnerable first,




